
Nature Sketching Tutorial- Drawing a Leaf 

So you claim that you can’t even draw a straight line? That’s great news because there are very few straight lines in nature! 

(Watch my video tutorial that goes with this handout on my website at www.ChristineElder.com/tutorials) 2015 ©Christine Elder  

• Find an interesting leaf to draw, a pencil & paper. Place leaf on paper. Carefully observe 
it first, noting its general size and shape before you start drawing.  

• You’ll start your drawing right next to the leaf, drawing it approximately the same size. 
• Draw a line to represent the stem and the main central vein. Note if it makes an angle.  
• Measure the width and length of leaf using your pencil as a measuring tool, putting 

marks on your paper.  This forms the ‘foundation’ upon which you’ll build your ‘ house’. 
• Look at the overall shape of the leaf, is it linear, oval or rectangular? 
• Draw the shape that represents the outer most edges of your leaf. Use a very light touch 

like you’re just tickling the surface of the paper. Be gentle and loose with your line. 
• Now we’ll firm up this line and get closer to the real shape. Start at the stem and go 

around the perimeter in a clockwise direction going very slowly as if you are an ant 
crawling along the edge of the leaf. Frequently look back and forth between object and 
sketch to ground truth and stay in the present moment, making sure you’re drawing 
from your direct observation and not imagination or preconceived notion of what you 
think it should look like, or your brain’s symbol for what a leaf should look like. 

• Continue to make corrections, remembering that no mark is sacred. Work all areas 
equally, not committing to any one line or finishing any one area before the rest. 

• Add the veins of the leaf. Notice how the leaf stem and veins vary in width just as a tree 
does, getting smaller as you go up. Their overall shape may even mimic the shape of an 
entire tree. Now give some width to the line  that represented the stem. 

• Know what is important to depict exactly on your leaf and what not – ie animals always 
have two eyes, but a cactus has many spines, a leaf many veins, a bird many feathers. 
Don’t be a complete slave to reality.  

• Show imperfections – just like humans, each leaf is different and still beautiful. Showing 
torn edges, insect holes or discolorations will give personality and individuality to your 
sketch. 

• Look over your sketch and leaf once more, firming up your best lines and lifting any 
preliminary line with your eraser. 

• Now you have a basis from which to continue to a more finished drawing, like adding 
shading or color, but this is a great start for a first sketch.  

• Congratulations! You’ve drawn a beautiful leaf! 
 

 

My Drawing of a Leaf 

Home “play”:  collect and draw several leaves from the same kind of plant to hone your observation skills and emphasize the unique characteristic of each leaf.  
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