
HINTS FOR SHOWING  

AERIAL /ATMOSPHERIC PERSPECTIVE  
 

CLOSER OBJECTS APPEAR: FARTHER OBJECTS APPEAR: 
In front of (especially if breaks picture frame) Behind 

Richer colors with more purity Paler colors that shift to blue or gray 
Deeper and wider range of values Lighter and narrower range of values 
Crisper edges with greater detail Fuzzy edges with less detail 
Warmer colors Cooler colors 
Larger Smaller 
Lower on paper (if below horizon line) Lower on paper (if above horizon line) 
Higher on paper (if above horizon line) Higher on paper (if below horizon line) 
Darker & thicker lines Lighter & thinner lines 
Circular objects appear true to shape Circular objects appear flattened to ellipse 
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