
Handcrafted Watercolor Paints Supply List 
Below are the materials demonstrated in Christine Elder’s handcrafted watercolor workshop. 

(Do not feel like you must buy all of these. I suggest watching the workshop first and then purchasing if it seems like an activity that you’d enjoy) 

INGREDIENTS FOR MAKING WATERCOLOR BINDER 
• Pigment powder (colorant). See list of sources below 
• Gum Arabic Powder or Gum Arabic Liquid (binder). I’ll be demonstrating with the raw powder. 
• Distilled water (dissolver) 

• Honey; Acacia honey is the best (humectant) 
• Glycerin (plasticizer) 
• Clove essential oil (preservative) 
• Oxgall (dispersant) 

(An easier option is to use ready-to-use watercolor binder, such as by Schmincke, which replaces all of the above ingredients except 

the pigment powders. However, I prefer making my own watercolor binder so that I know exactly what’s in it!)  

 
OTHER PAINT MAKING SUPPLIES 

• Glass paint muller or a sturdy flat-bottomed drinking glass 
• Frosted, tempered glass or a square of granite or marble (for mulling paint on) 
• Gloves and mask (to protect from pigment dust) 
• Lidded container for the watercolor binder 
• Measuring cups and spoons, whisk, palette knife (or a rubber spatula)  
• Watercolor paper, brushes, and other painting supplies, pen for notes 

 
MATERIALS FOR STORING PAINTS 

• Lidded container (I like Altoids breath mint tins) 

• Empty watercolor pans (this set on Amazon comes with the tape mentioned below!) 

• Magnetic tape (to hold containers in the metal Altoid) 

Some online sources of powdered pigments: 

Earth Pigments, Sennelier, Gamblin, Schmincke, or Natural Earth Paint (my local Oregon supplier! Get a 10% 

discount on Natural Earth Pigments products using the code NEPFamily (case sensitive). 

Note: if you don’t want to invest in a lot of pigments, you can just get a feel for the process by using inexpensive willow vine charcoal 

and pulverizing it with 600+ grit fine-grained sandpaper.  

To learn more about collecting your own pigments, I suggest checking out the courses by Roseann Hanson. 

BONUS CONTENT: A 45-minute presentation; History of Pigments, which will deepen your understanding of pigments. 

https://www.crowdcast.io/e/watercolors
https://naturalearthpaint.com/gum-arabic-powder/
https://www.amazon.com/Winsor-Newton-Gum-Arabic-75ml/dp/B005P1RSDG
https://www.amazon.com/Breitsamer-Honig-Acacia-Honey-Ounce/dp/B00DPX89ZW/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=acacia+honey&qid=1665683087&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI0LjkyIiwicXNhIjoiNS4wNCIsInFzcCI6IjQuODMifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Solutions-Vegetable-Versatile-Softening-Moisturizing/dp/B0019LWU2K/ref=sxts_rp_s_a_1_0?content-id=amzn1.sym.1885c924-07bd-4230-a4ff-1f9a19bedd21%3Aamzn1.sym.1885c924-07bd-4230-a4ff-1f9a19bedd21&crid=3FB5PRE1MKTOJ&cv_ct_cx=Glycerin&keywords=Glycerin&pd_rd_i=B0019LWU2K&pd_rd_r=5efbf523-8544-48c9-b4be-a6fe2ef12467&pd_rd_w=DKouR&pd_rd_wg=YYWYG&pf_rd_p=1885c924-07bd-4230-a4ff-1f9a19bedd21&pf_rd_r=QJNHZTKB6XKT9VCEAH33&psc=1&qid=1665683054&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIzLjgyIiwicXNhIjoiMy44NyIsInFzcCI6IjMuNzgifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=glycerin%2Caps%2C183&sr=1-1-e7349f44-71b1-4fcf-885a-f12be6495a31
https://www.amazon.com/Schmincke-Oxgall-Liquid-60-Jar/dp/B0012F7UNW/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=%E2%80%A2+Oxgall&qid=1665612352&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIwLjk5IiwicXNhIjoiMC4wMCIsInFzcCI6IjAuMDAifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Schmincke-Watercolor-Binder-Bottle-50820037/dp/B002VEEN56?ref_=ast_sto_dp&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B1HV8CSC?psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details
https://www.altoids.com/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B1HV8CSC?psc=1&ref=ppx_yo2ov_dt_b_product_details
https://www.amazon.com/Roll-N-Cut-Flexible-Magnetic-Tape-Refill/dp/B005HYDC68/ref=sxin_17?asc_contentid=amzn1.osa.e2c5acc7-c178-4651-9128-3301f1937ca2.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&asc_contenttype=article&ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.e2c5acc7-c178-4651-9128-3301f1937ca2.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&content-id=amzn1.sym.8511bc77-ce1a-47b1-8e5a-86ae5541acf5%3Aamzn1.sym.8511bc77-ce1a-47b1-8e5a-86ae5541acf5&creativeASIN=B005HYDC68&crid=1UAI57QDMV2S0&cv_ct_cx=magnetic+tape&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.e2c5acc7-c178-4651-9128-3301f1937ca2.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_we=asin&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-pecos-desktop&keywords=magnetic+tape&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B005HYDC68&pd_rd_r=cb65d8d9-4f5a-4d4a-8e43-c1e389c39fa8&pd_rd_w=yWzjX&pd_rd_wg=0KPng&pf_rd_p=8511bc77-ce1a-47b1-8e5a-86ae5541acf5&pf_rd_r=AJW8E0MQ8293YY8CE85A&qid=1665612870&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI1LjE2IiwicXNhIjoiNC41NyIsInFzcCI6IjQuNDkifQ%3D%3D&s=home-garden&sprefix=magnetic+tape%2Cgarden%2C147&sr=1-2-c136b38f-96aa-48c0-85b0-7bbac30a3993&tag=scrippsonsite-20
https://www.earthpigments.com/
https://www.amazon.com/stores/page/F8A8957E-8D0E-42CD-959E-46DA9AF6D87B?ingress=2&visitId=61c7cb9f-574b-4931-b3db-453838623fd2&ref_=ast_bln
https://gamblincolors.com/oil-painting/color/dry-pigments/
https://www.schmincke.de/en/products/pigments-and-bronzes/pigments.html
https://naturalearthpaint.com/earth-mineral-pigments/
https://www.amazon.com/Winsor-Newton-Artist-Charcoal-Pkg-Assorted/dp/B0049B38CS/ref=sr_1_5?crid=NWPAGLP8UTE6&keywords=willow+charcoal+sticks+for+drawing&qid=1665772395&qu=eyJxc2MiOiI0LjA3IiwicXNhIjoiMy45NyIsInFzcCI6IjMuNzQifQ%3D%3D&sprefix=willow+char%2Caps%2C148&sr=8-5
https://www.exploringoverland.com/shop-away/pigment-workshops-combined
https://christineelder.wistia.com/medias/00i0xmw6pn

