Woodpeckers and Other Wildlife Depend upon Dead Trees!

Every tree eventually dies, and its ecological value continues long after
the last leaf falls. Weakened trees attract beetles that lay their eggs in the
bark; their larvae bore into the wood or behind the bark and help the
wood decay. Woodpeckers chop into the tree to feed on the beetle
larvae, and they excavate in the rotting wood to create nest and roost
cavities. These cavities later become homes for secondary cavity
dwellers, such as bats, squirrels, and various small birds. Woodpeckers
also transport fungal spores to dead and dying trees. These fungi help
break down the nutrients in standing and downed trees, recycling them
back into the soil to support the next generation of trees and shrubs.
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